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Why was the vaccination policy rescinded?

With the Gatherings and Events Order being left to expire on April 8, 2022, there is no longer a
requirement to show proof of vaccination across the province. The BC Games Society has chosen to
rescind its vaccination policy requiring proof of vaccination for all participants at the 2022 BC Summer
Games for two main reasons:

Exemptions:

If an organization choses to keep this as a rule of entry, individuals are free to request an
exemption, which is no longer vetted through the Public Health Office within strict parameters.
Therefore, anyone could ask for, and be given, an exemption. This would allow any unvaccinated
participant entry to the Games.

Data Management:

Without the Order in place and no legislated requirement to show proof of vaccination, it is not
possible to request and retain individual records of vaccination (a necessary operational
component of the Games). Therefore, we are unable to identify vaccination or unvaccinated
participants.

Is there concern for the health and safety of participants coming to the Games?

The health and safety of our participants is always forefront in our planning and is the focus of all
operational planning. With respect to COVID-19, we continue to support the public health guidance that
individuals utilize their personal toolkit to support their health at the Games, including vaccines, masks,
and handwashing, among others. Ultimately, participants attend the Games at their own risk as outlined
in the BC Games waiver.

What will the BC Games Society do if there is an outbreak during the Games?

We are working closely with Northern Health to develop an outbreak response plan. In the event of an
outbreak, the host society will work with Northern Health to implement appropriate protocols to manage
the situation.

What if a participant gets sick at the Games and can’t travel home?

This is a concern at all Games, as illnesses can occur at any time. In the case of COVID-19, BC Games
protocols will be put into place to ensure participants are supported until it is safe for them to travel
home.

Are masks required to be worn at the Games?

Masks are one of the personal tools available to everyone at the Games to support their health. There
could be scenarios where a mask is required to be worn. For example, please be reminded that
Transport Canada requires mandatory mask wearing while in airports and on flights. Participants,
volunteers, guests, and spectators are expected to wear a mask in Games settings where one is
required.



http://www.bccdc.ca/Health-Info-Site/Documents/COVID-19_vaccine/COVID19_personal_toolkit.pdf
https://bit.ly/22SMWaiver
http://www.bccdc.ca/Health-Info-Site/Documents/COVID-19_vaccine/COVID19_personal_toolkit.pdf
https://travel.gc.ca/travel-covid/travel-restrictions/domestic-travel#board

Why do those participants who are flying to the Games need to be vaccinated?

Participants in Zone 1 (Kootenays) and Zone 6 (Vancouver Island-Central Coast) are being provided with
transportation to the host community on charter flights. Our charter flights are in place to allow those
participants who live a great distance from the host community, where transportation by bus would be
prohibitive, to travel to the Games at no additional cost. These charter flights are under the purview of
Transport Canada, which requires all travellers show proof of vaccination.

Can a participant from Zone 1 or 6 who is unable to be vaccinated still attend?

Participants have the option of choosing to travel to the Games on their own, at their own cost.
Alternatively, participants may request to the Provincial Advisor for their sport that they travel from a
neighbouring zone where bus transportation has been provided. For example, someone in Zone 1
(Kootenays) could select a pick-up point in Zone 2 (Thompson-Okanagan). Transportation plans for each
participant must be submitted as part of the participant registration process, which is managed by
Provincial Advisors and Zone Reps for each sport. The BC Games registration deadline is Monday, June
20, 2022. Talk to your Provincial Advisor or Zone Rep before June 20 if you wish to take this option.

Unvaccinated participants may continue to travel on BC Games charter flights provided they meet the
exemption conditions as outlined by Transport Canada.



https://travel.gc.ca/travel-covid/travel-restrictions/domestic-travel#mandatory
https://travel.gc.ca/travel-covid/travel-restrictions/domestic-travel#exceptions

